(d) The Marathas in the Carnatic

In the beginning of April 1756, the Peshwa was en-
camped with a large army near Heringapatam and had ta-
ken possession of the country as far as Kolar and also seiz-
ed the fort of Sira. The Marathas now demanded ckauth
from the Nawab of (hiddapah and when he resisted them,
they attacked his fort, slew him and occupied his country,
Balwant Rao Mehendale was reported by Ananda Ranga
Pillai to have advanced to the Kadappanattam forest
near Vellore, about 35 miles to the south-west of Ohittoor
and at the head of the Talapolla Ghat. Balwant Rao was
in general charge of the Maratha operations over all the
country from Cuddapah to Uedaiore. He was assisted by
Murari Rao and opposed by all the Pathan Nawabs who
proposed that all of them should combine in an alliance
with the English, with the Nawab of Arcot and with the
Mysoreans, not only to oppose the Marathas at this crisis,
but to prevent all Maratha incursions to the south of the
Krishna, in the future. In this Murari Rao1 now took the
lead; and both he and the Nawab of OuddapaJi now offered
to march against Balwant Rao at Kadappanattam Lf the
English troops would join them at that place. But the
Madras Government could spare Jio troops and, TmH'tling
to the Diarist, was in reality as much afraid of them, as
they were of the Marathas entering the Province.
Ai'cot was stuck with consternation by the arrival of
the Marathas at Kadappanattam. Nawab Muhammad
Ali, apprehending the incursions of some of the parties in-
to its neighbourhood, sent the women and children of his
family to Madras for safety. The Nawab of Cuddapah
who marched against Balwant Rao with five or six thou-
sand horse, could not do anything. According to Orme,,
Cuddapah surrendered to the Marathas after a struggle,
on the 15th of July 1757; while a strong detachment of
their troops invested Arnbur from which they levied con-